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bravest of the Gauls they know that the Irish’
‘soldiers are the most enduring, -the wmost
‘valorous 'of ' tha ‘annies of Great Hritain.
What a beautiful night !
room® sitting before the open window, 1 see
an ‘immense  stretch of beautiful Flemish
Helds, green as any fresh flelds, where coils
like a serpent the pure water of the. Scinuous
Leys: ‘I see'the belt of trees that encircle the
plains, eovered with their milky herbs ;]
see the sky quite clear, not a  clond, only
here and there a  streak  of gﬂld ansd
actave, and, 1 think with infinite sorrow of all
1 those of our countrymen who must tight, who
must die, on this beautiful summner night; 1
think of wmy darling brotlhier st one of the
‘forts, fﬂllll]g into the hands of pur enémies,and
from whom not a word has been heard since
the beginning of ‘the war. ‘1 think of our
(HLtle —
months:fnll of joy and life only to leave ina
day as volunteer, Oh'! the Kaiser ! the Kaiser!
1 wIsh I had him here at the end of a gun.. In
history he must be known'in future as * William

—y e

the Bandit.” Do not, think, however, that
[ am . disconraged..  -Oh/ “ne.";" 1 - am
proud. “of having hmthmﬂ at- the - front,

and that more are helping Ltheir country at

.| home, but can one keep the heart from feéeling?
T'have great faith in God,

faith that He will
preserve all our dear ones mm that the terrible
trial through which Belgium is passing will
make her grand and glorious in the eyes of the
whole world. ~ Vive our Belgitm ! Vive Ire-
land | Vive England ! Vive la France! Vive
Ruesia ! and that God may help the Allled
Ar::uiem By Him we will have victory a.nd
pea::e. dimna ; )

.
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At a meeting of: the above Mr. Thomas
‘Potter, Chairman, presided, and there was a
large attendance of members,

The Chairman said that this hﬂiﬂg the frst
_ordinary meeting of the branch since the la-
{mented death of Mrs Flt..zglt:—lmn wife of their
| esteemed and respected Treasurer, he begged
to propose the following resolution :—* That |
we beg to Lender to Mr, Edmond Fitzgibbon
and family and also to Mr.s Leo (Kilmailock),
our sincere sympathy in their - very great
_trouble, and that the meeting stand adjourned
‘a3 a mark of re:apt-::t to her memwory, and that
| copies of same be sent to the Press.”

“Mr, Edwazd . ). Casey seconded the vote ﬂ!
Srmpﬂthy, uhmh was passed in silence. ;

A vote of LﬂnﬂﬂlEﬂEE was also passed t:n Dr.
J; J. Byrnes on the. unt.tmeir death of his son
Patrick.

the In.ah soldiers,” for if the Belgians are Lhe'

I write from my bed-

Who: camie back to us after 157

Bill .on .the Statute
further. wriggling -or
huxtering, there is likely - to be :-serious
trouble - ‘in : the  near future, and.  if
we ara betrayed at' lash it will be the greatest
betrayal since the days of tlhe Siege of Lime-
rick to the present time (hear, hear). We have
been frequently assured that Lhu]'lt:-tm.ﬂulL Bill
would be passed, but when a great war isgoing
one no one knows what may happen to'divert
‘attention from - the greal  question—Home
Rule, When Russia went fo war with Ger-
many the first thing she did was to offer Home
Rule-to Poland, and if the British Governmeht
are wise and Eﬂl'tbf.H[t‘I.L they should grant
Home Rula at once. [t 1s the enly bold and
consfstent course open to them. They would
thus do away effectively, with the weak spot-in
their Empire, and now is. the time to do il if
it. is ever done, I would say for mysell,
i eonchaston;
passed within the next few weeks. I shall
return fron therHouse'of Coimmons to Ireland

pared to, place ths
Book ‘without  any .

with the " Volunteers (cheers), Let no one
imagine that the Volunteers are geing to place

They will hf‘ controlled and directed by a Pro-
visional® Government: of ~their own; until_we
have a Parliament in Dublin:® Their sole aim
and object is to protect: Ireland and secure for
it. the lﬂdllLﬂﬂhlL right -of  Self- _mi."t':uuu.l:nt
(cheers).

Very Rev. Canon Flannery, who addre&hed
the meeting, : said—Fellow-countryinen, I am
delighted at the very able speeches that have
been made here, especially by your worthy
member, Dr, Esmonde. He has ﬂpened np this
questmn in-a way we did not expect.” "If it is
true that we are going. to be disappointed in
this matter of Home Rule it will .‘be a terrible
thing for them (the Government) and for us,
1-and if we are betrayed we will retaliate in a
manner that has never been known before in
the hL&L{]I‘}' of  Ireland {chegrﬂ:} 1£ tlm:,r tritie
with Home Rule the state of things o Ireland
will be worse than ever they were h-n:' oré, and
no one cun tell the consequences. -II Hume
Buie is ever edacted it will be during the exist--
ence of the Irish Volunteérs {cheers), -

“Mr. M. Walshe, N.T., sald—Fellow-Volun-
‘teers of Tipperary a.nr] Clare, I am very happy
-to deliver a few words to you to-day. Whether
Home Rule i passed or not next week, er the
week alter, yon will be wanted -to m::vrk for
your couniry, whether guarding the streets of
Dublin when the Irish- Parliament is - estab.
lished, or you might have to fight on a little
Iurther for the freedoin of Ireland.” The
speaker referred to the Volunteer Movemnent
‘of 1782, and thought we should profit at the
present from ita successes and its failures. He
earnestly appealed t6' the -young men in the
country to join the Volvnteers, and the older
men to aid by sage advice and filnancial assis.
tance {hi‘:ﬂh hear, and applause).

' The meeting was also addressed by Messrs
| R P Gill, Nenagh:; M Guilfoyle, -Chairman
Nenagh Urhan Gﬂumil
Lefroy, J P ; Patrick 'Hi::shmn1r J P,

int.e n.riumbef of the Nenagh Volunteers
were armed with ritles _I’EBEBE]]' ﬂi.atnhutad by
Ilr. Esmonde, M, P. -

In proposing a 1ut:u of thmka to ..'E‘ather
; R‘FII.II, P P, for so ably presiding, Dr Esmonde
| paid a hitgh tribute to this clergyman in
cularand to the Irish clergy generally, for their

that~if ~Home~Rute—is- not-
and work at howe for the salvation of Ireland |

themaselves under the control of the War Otlice..

E ‘Brown, JP; H | ..

parti- |-

support and encouragement for every movemens | -

LT Sl UM B REER Y D il ERRLR L LR
Board, = Another point. arose in connection
with the Volunteers, and that was, that they
should becownean adjunct of the British army.
»That was ahsolutely impossible at the present
titne.,  The granting of Home Rule was'the
basis of .any steps that might Le taken here-
after, *They must have Homne Rule the law of
the land before the Volunteers could -give any

LfE Ll

support whatever to the British' army,  Of
course . they knew that Volunteers had
already gone to-‘the front in large num-
bers, and’' BMunstc1 had reason to: be

proud of #self owing to the bravery andd
pluuk of the Munster Fusiliers. 'Theyall knew
tHat: ‘the principal forces of the, Volunteers
were drawn frovrthe agricultural and labour-
ing clisses, and he lil%lcl'lﬂb see why the Luun'r,}
Board would not look after these men They
should:.make their organisation 'the nmst im-

L portant. in -the. county, and he thought it

would be their duty to see that the labourers
got good cendijtions and fair wages, and 'as re-
gards the agricultural classes,; that the old ery,
‘- the land for the people,” should be still in ex-
istence ' (applanse), - These were, perhaps,
matters that might be foreign to their move-
ment, but  he brought them -torward, and it
would be well for them to discuss them. W hilst
‘maintaining their own .principlez. tbey should
be ~considevate towards the -principles and
palitics of others who differed froin them.
They should extend the hand of friendship :to
anvone who would come into’ their ranks on
signing the edrelmeny form, bub no one could
be accepted by ‘them until he did that and
join the rank and  file.. The Chairman also
appealeld to have the Volunteers a l'E-&pEI.T..H.h].E
body by having a temperate organisation.
There was no room = in° their crganisation for
drunkards. . He did not mean that they should

temperate body. It they were that it was cer-
tain that they should ‘scon see the day when,
inthe words of the peet;
nation once again (lond applause).

o - A long discussion then took plar.-e rcgardmg
the attitude of the Provisiona) 'Compjittee in
changing the name of the Irish National Violan:
teers to the Irish “Volunteers, :

The “Chairman  said he .did -not know
:what . was' in -the  ‘minds of the  Pro-
visional Committee, but he was sure they did
not make the cimngr., without having some good
motive for it. Of course they wera Lhem hEad
quarters and should be obeyed.

Mr. Hunt asked was the word National ever
there. . . He had correspondence with head-
quarters and it was always “Irish Vulunteara"
that was used. '

Continuing,

their authorities, and they should be obeyad,
and it would not be to the ‘advantage of the
Volunteers to be quarrelling over such matters.. |-

_Mrx. Walsh Lhﬁught lhﬂj" should not: descend

15 ARl R T

be total abstainers, but that they should be a | -

‘they would i.'rt, A&

Mr, M ‘Namara said he had a - had aand 11.-.-
was ‘' Irish National Volunteers " was on it..
he said the head-guarters were:
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| At the Iu.ula meeting of the Croom. Iiltﬂt-;'iéi
Council, Mr, Jo.f];?lﬁ ﬂt;lemln, J.P. (chairman),
w

- 1| Power, and passed unanimously :

pmiding.,
posed by the Chairman, secorided by Mr. John
—+** Resolved
—*'*That we, the members of the Croom Dis-
trict Council apd Board of Guardians, have
heard with regref of the death of Miss Nora
‘Toomey;- Donoman, aunkgf ‘our rebpected col-.
league Mr. P J. Lane, D. and also our much
m&dm.mﬁlm, in,dﬂhiuhr
‘tender to them and the other

ﬂlegrhuﬂhi, WﬂMMH

: @ betterment of Ireland in the past, |
| and this waq the; p:weapmtaug with the anu il
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